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PREFACE.

that system of Pali Grammar which is known
ag the *“ Moggallana Vyakarana.” “Pali” isa
synonym for the doctrine of Buddhism ; hence
SR =d the language in which Buddhism was preached
bag come to be known by the same term. Tanti Bhasa is
another name, given to the language for a similar reason. Itis
also.called the Migadha Bhasa, though, it should be noted, it
differs from the local language bearing that name. The
ancients also termed it the Mdla Bhasa (the first language),
as they held it to be the speech of the world at the begin-
ning of the Kalpa, of the Brahmas and infants, and of the
Buddhas. Under these four names the language is referred
to in books.

A language more or less corrupt, called Magadhi, existed
in the country of Magadha. This language,in a purer form,
is found in Sanskrit works. It is a rale generally observed
in Sanskrit Dramatic Poetry to use a variety of languages.
For this purpose five dialects, besides Sanskrit, are recog-
nized : (1) Prakrit, (2) Magadhi, (3) Paisici, (4) Sauraséni,
(5) Apabhrapsa. Magadhi, though differing from Pali, still
bears a resemblance to it in cominon with the other four.

Our Island is entitled to the honour of propounding the
best system of Pali Grammar, just as the great distinction of
producing the standard works on Buddhism belongs to it.
When the works of Kaceayana and Moggallana came into
vogue, there appear to have been two earlier systems,
known respectively, after the names of the authors, as
“ Bodhisatta Vyakarana ™ and Sabbagunakara Vyakarapa.”
These older grammars were, however, superseded by the
“Kacedyana” and “Moggallana Vyakaranas,” which now hold
undisputed sway in Ceylon, as in other countries where Pali
18 studied. Of these two systems it may be said that the
*“ Kaccdyana,” the older one, is remarkable for its simplicity
and lucidity of exposition, while the « Moggallana” is
distinguished by its comprehensiveness and profundity.

The * Moggallana Vyikarana * was composed about seven
hundred years ago,during the reign of Parakrama Bahu the
Great—a period. representing the high-water mark of the
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progress attained by the ancient civilization of Ceylon. The
author, Moggallana Maha Théra, was the Sapgha Raija
(Primate) at the time, and resided in the Thipirima Vihira
at Anuradhapura, where the work was composed. Contem-
porary scholars place him as a grammarian on 2a level with
Panini, Candra, and Katydyana. Moggallana composed not
only the original sutras of his “ Vyikarana,” but also wrote
the “ Vritti ” and the “Pafichika ” to elucidate his system—
a noteworthy fact, inasmuch as no other grammarian has
followed this method. Papini, for example, propounded his
system, but the further elucidation of it was left to
Katyayana, the author of the ¢ Viartikas” and ¢ Patafijali,”
who composed the ¢ Mahabhashya.” Similarly other systems,
too, as those of Candra and Katydyana, have been perfected
by the labours.of several authors.

The “ Moggallana Vyakarana " has always been held in
the highest esteem by the learned of Ceylon, and the greatest
of our scholars have written works treating on the system ;
e. g., the “Padawatara” of Sapgha Raja Sri Sariputra
Mahasthavira, the author of the “Pafichika,” a Tika on
Chandra’s system of Sanskrit Vyakarana ; the “Susabdasid-
dhi,” “Sambandhacinta,” and “Sarartha Vilasini” of Sapgha
Raja Sangharakshita Mahasthavira; the “Padasidhana” of
Piyadassi Maha Théra, a pupil of the grammatrian himself ;
the “Praybgasiddhi” of Sapgha Raja Vanaratna Mahastha-
vira ; and the “Buddhiprasadani Tika” and this “Pafichika-
pradipa ” of the Sapgha Raja Sri Rahula Mahasthavira.

All these works have been composed within the -three
centuries that elapsed between the reign of Pardkrama Bahu
the Greatand the arrival of the Portuguesé in Ceylon. This
latter event, preparing the way, as it did, to the ultimate
downfall of the Siphalese sovereignty, proved disastrous to
native scholarship no less than to the national weélfare of the
Island. Wars, incessant and ruthless, disorganizing the
prevailing social order, brought about a rapid decline of
learning, which was not arrested until the times of the
later kings of Kandy, and then, too, but partially. Under
the British rule, however, better days have dawned upon
Oriental learning, which seems to be gradually recovering
its lost prestige. But foreign invasion and civil discord,
during those. troublous times, have swept away no small
portion of the ancient literature of the Island. Thus, no
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traces remain of the ‘“Moggallina Pafichika,” the “Pada-
watara,” and the “ Susabdasiddhi.” ¢ Sararthavilasini Tika,”
too, had been long supposed to have shared a similar fate,
but not long since, in the course of a search for old manu-
scripts, I was fortunate enough to come across a copy of
this valuable work in a library at the Asgiri Vihara, Kandy.

Of the works extant treating on Moggallina’s system,
the ‘“Moggallina Vutti” and the ‘“Padasaidhana” have
already been published. The loss of the “Pafichiki” is,
however, a serious obstacle to the growing interest evinced
by students in the study of “ Moggallina Vyikarana.” The
¢ Sararthavilasini Tika” and the “Pafichikdpradipa” could,
but for their scarcity, make up for this loss to a very great
extent. “Pafichikapradipa™ is certainly to be found in a
few libraries, but in such a state of hopeless corruption as
to render it useless to any but the ablest scholars.

The author of the “Pafichikapradipa,” as already stated, is
the Sapgha Raja Sri Rihula Mahasthavira, President of the
Vijaya Bihu Pirivena of Totagamuwa—a scholar whose
fame stands unequalled in the literary annals of Ceylon.
A scion of the Maurya race, adopted by the King Sri
Parakrama Bihu VI., Sri Rihula entered the priesthood in
his youth, and acquiring a complete mastery over the
“Tripitaka,” as well as the other studies then in vogue, he
rose to great eminence, being successively appointed to the
high offices of Royal Tutor (Raja Guru), President of the
Vijaya Bdhu Pirivena, and lastly, in his old age, Sapgha
Raja over the whole Island. His linguistic proficiency
obtained for him the title of Shadbhisha Paramésvara (the
supreme master of six languages), and his vast learning
and eloquence that of Vacissara. Profound as a scholar, he
wag also endowed with a rare poetic genius, which hag
gecured him the first place on the roll of Siphalese poets.

Next to Sri Rahula, in point of literary eminence, comes
his contemporary Maitréya Mahasthavira of Viddgama Vihara,
Four centuries have rolled on since these illustrions men
lived and worked, but still among the Sinhalese the names
of Viddgama and Totagamuwa are household words. Among
the other great contemporaries of Totagamuwa were the
Sapgha Rajas Dharmakirti, Vanaratna, and Mapgala, and the
Brahman Pandit of Gaur, Sri Rima Candra, who, being
converted to Buddhism by Sri Rihula himself, had the
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conspicuous title. of Bauddhdgama Cakravarti conferred on
him by thé Siphalese sovereign. The labours of a few of
these scholars in the field of Sanskrit, P4li, and Siphalese
literature have survived the ravages of time and war, and
to-day they remain as worthy memorials of the authors
themselves and of the period in which they fourished.

The date of the “ Pafichikapradipa” isgiven at the conclusion
to be 2000 A.B. It is therefore evident from a comparison
of dates that Sri Rahula wrote this book a few years after the
composition of his famous poems, the “ Kdvyasélkhara” and
the ‘“Selalihini Sandésa.” The work itself proves it to be
the offspring of the author’s mighty mind in its full vigour
and maturity. The wide range of literature, Sanskrit and
Pali, laid under contribution for explanations and illustra-
tions, indicates a scope. of knowledge which is truly marvel-
lous. Besides works on philosophy, logic, rhetoric, &c., of
Sanskirt grammarians alone the author refers.to and quotes
from Paninf, Katydyana, Patafijali, Sakatdyana, Kaiyata,
Bhartrihari, Jayaditya, Sridbara, Subhuticandra, Candra-
gémi, Sarvavarma, Durgasipha, Trilécanadésa, Ratnamati-
pida, Dharmakirtipdda, Ginéndrabuddhipida, and Purus-
héttamadéva.

The revision of this work was undertaken by me partly to
fulfil an oft-expressed wish of my tutor, the late lamented
R. Dharmaléka Mahésthavira, who deemed its- publication
important, not only as a valuable help to students, but
also as preserving a memorable production of old. The task,
I may say, was by no means an easy one, a8 the corrupt
condition of the manuscripts involved the necessity of verify-
ing the copious quotations from other authors. It was my
original intention to append a Glossary to the text, but I
have decided to defer this work to a future occasion, to
prevent the book becoming too voluminous.

The hest thanks of the public-are due to His Excellency
Sir ARTHUR ELIBANK HAVELOCK, K.C.M.G., for sanctioning
the publication of the volume at the Government Press, and
1 have, in conclusion, to express my obligations to Mr. H. C.
COTTLE, the Acting Government Printer, for the very careful
manner in. which the work has been issued.

K. DHARMARAMA,

Vidydlankdra Pirivena. High Priest.
January, 1896.
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